GE Theme course submission worksheet: Migration, Mobility,
& Immobility

Overview

Courses in the GE Themes aim to provide students with opportunities to explore big picture ideas and
problems within the specific practice and expertise of a discipline or department. Although many Theme
courses serve within disciplinary majors or minors, by requesting inclusion in the General Education, programs
are committing to the incorporation of the goals of the focal theme and the success and participation of
students from outside of their program.

Each category of the GE has specific learning goals and Expected Learning Outcomes (ELOs) that connect to the
big picture goals of the program. ELOs describe the knowledge or skills students should have by the end of the
course. Courses in the GE Themes must meet the ELOs common for all GE Themes and those specific to the
Theme, in addition to any ELOs the instructor has developed specific to that course. All courses in the GE must
indicate that they are part of the GE and include the Goals and ELOs of their GE category on their syllabus.

The prompts in this form elicit information about how this course meets the expectations of the GE Themes.
The form will be reviewed by a group of content experts (the Theme Advisory) and by a group of curriculum
experts (the Theme Panel), with the latter having responsibility for the ELOs and Goals common to all themes
(those things that make a course appropriate for the GE Themes) and the former having responsibility for the
ELOs and Goals specific to the topic of this Theme.

Briefly describe how this course connects to or exemplifies the concept of this
Theme (Migration, Mobility, & Immobility)

In a sentence or two, explain how this class “fits” within the focal Theme. This will help reviewers understand
the intended frame of reference for the course-specific activities described below.

All facets of this class, 5627 Migrants and Refugees: The Anthropology of Mobility,
including readings, lectures, assignments, and reflections speak to the Goals and are
integral to meeting the ELOS for the Migration, Mobility & Immobility GE. The
assignments and reflections are designed to support students as they become experts
in the study of migration; the quizzes are critical to evaluating student ability.




Connect this course to the Goals and ELOs shared by all Themes

Below are the Goals and ELOs common to all Themes. In the accompanying table, for each ELO, describe the
activities (discussions, readings, lectures, assignments) that provide opportunities for students to achieve those
outcomes. The answer should be concise and use language accessible to colleagues outside of the submitting
department or discipline. The specifics of the activities matter—listing “readings” without a reference to the
topic of those readings will not allow the reviewers to understand how the ELO will be met. However, the
panel evaluating the fit of the course to the Theme will review this form in conjunction with the syllabus, so if
readings, lecture/discussion topics, or other specifics are provided on the syllabus, it is not necessary to
reiterate them within this form. The ELOs are expected to vary in their “coverage” in terms of number of
activities or emphasis within the course. Examples from successful courses are shared on the next page.

Goal 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level
than the foundations. In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on
research or cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities.

Goal 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-
classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in
previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future.

Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOs

Our course fosters engage and critical thinking as we pursue advanced readings in migration studies. Lectures, quizzes, in-class discussions and
reflections as well as the 4 assignments associated with the class ask you to engage and evaluate migration and the drivers of mobility and immobility,
and how migration and movement impact belonging, citizenship and the pursuit of social justice. We also explore how states and NGOs respond to
migration, how policymaking can impact movers and non-movers and how citizenship is negotiated.

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and
logical thinking.
ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced,

We will develop our skills as critical thinkers as we evaluate research, projects, and
policymaking. The final question of assignments 1-4 ask you to use your expertise and

in-depth, scholarly exploration of
the topic or ideas within this
theme.

evaluate the value, impact and challenges that accompany programming around migration. We
use readings, lectures and discussion to engage with anthropology, the anthropological study of
migration, the dynamic construction of citizenship and the meaning and value of social justice.

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and
synthesize approaches or
experiences.

Discussions, reflections and assignments are focused to support you as together we synthesize course
materials and develop our skills as learners and experts. Assignments 1-3 ask that you summarize projects and
programs from NGOs that focus their efforts on migration. In assignment 4 you will synthesize and evaluate the
projects you've summarized in terms of their positions on citizenship, belonging and justice.

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a
developing sense of self as a
learner through reflection, self-
assessment, and creative work,
building on prior experiences to
respond to new and challenging
contexts.

Connecting our experiences as movers (or as the children or grandchildren
of movers) and the experiences of our families as they arrived in the US
and became US citizens (and critical to the first of our in-class activities),
we will explore the impacts of programming and policymaking on the lives
of movers and nonmovers. We will use our in-class reflections to
understand how migration, mobility, and immobility impact daily lives, the
meaning of citizenship and the concept of justice around the globe.

Example responses for proposals within “Citizenship” (from Sociology 3200, Comm 2850, French 2803):

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical
and logical thinking.

This course will build skills needed to engage in critical and logical thinking
about immigration and immigration related policy through:

Weekly reading response papers which require the students to synthesize
and critically evaluate cutting-edge scholarship on immigration;
Engagement in class-based discussion and debates on immigration-related
topics using evidence-based logical reasoning to evaluate policy positions;
Completion of an assignment which build skills in analyzing empirical data
on immigration (Assignment #1)




Completion 3 assignments which build skills in connecting individual
experiences with broader population-based patterns (Assignments #1, #2,
#3)

Completion of 3 quizzes in which students demonstrate comprehension of
the course readings and materials.

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe,
and synthesize approaches
or experiences.

Students engage in advanced exploration of each module topic through a
combination of lectures, readings, and discussions.

Lecture

Course materials come from a variety of sources to help students engage in
the relationship between media and citizenship at an advanced level. Each
of the 12 modules has 3-4 lectures that contain information from both
peer-reviewed and popular sources. Additionally, each module has at least
one guest lecture from an expert in that topic to increase students’ access
to people with expertise in a variety of areas.

Reading
The textbook for this course provides background information on each topic

and corresponds to the lectures. Students also take some control over their
own learning by choosing at least one peer-reviewed article and at least
one newspaper article from outside the class materials to read and include
in their weekly discussion posts.

Discussions

Students do weekly discussions and are given flexibility in their topic choices
in order to allow them to take some control over their education. They are
also asked to provide

information from sources they’ve found outside the lecture materials. In
this way, they are able to

explore areas of particular interest to them and practice the skills they will
need to gather information

about current events, analyze this information, and communicate it with
others.

Activity Example: Civility impacts citizenship behaviors in many ways.
Students are asked to choose a TED talk from a provided list (or choose
another speech of their interest) and summarize and evaluate what it says
about the relationship between civility and citizenship. Examples of Ted
Talks on the list include Steven Petrow on the difference between being
polite and being civil, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s talk on how a single
story can perpetuate stereotypes, and Claire Wardle’s talk on how diversity
can enhance citizenship.

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a
developing sense of self as a
learner through reflection,
self-assessment, and
creative work, building on
prior experiences to respond
to new and challenging
contexts.

Students will conduct research on a specific event or site in Paris not
already discussed in depth in class. Students will submit a 300-word
abstract of their topic and a bibliography of at least five reputable
academic and mainstream sources. At the end of the semester they will
submit a 5-page research paper and present their findings in a 10-minute
oral and visual presentation in a small-group setting in Zoom.

Some examples of events and sites:
The Paris Commune, an 1871 socialist uprising violently squelched by
conservative forces




Jazz-Age Montmartre, where a small community of African-Americans—
including actress and singer Josephine Baker, who was just inducted into
the French Pantheon—settled and worked after World War I.

The Vélodrome d’hiver Roundup, 16-17 July 1942, when 13,000 Jews were
rounded up by Paris police before being sent to concentration camps

The Marais, a vibrant Paris neighborhood inhabited over the centuries by
aristocrats, then Jews, then the LGBTQ+ community, among other groups.

Goals and ELOs unique to Migration, Mobility, & Immobility

Below are the Goals and ELOs specific to this Theme. As above, in the accompanying Table, for each ELO,

describe the activities (discussions, readings, lectures, assignments) that provide opportunities for students to

achieve those outcomes. The answer should be concise and use language accessible to colleagues outside of

the submitting department or discipline. The ELOs are expected to vary in their “coverage” in terms of number

of activities or emphasis within the course. Examples from successful courses are shared on the next page.

GOAL 3: Successful students will explore and analyze a range of perspectives on migration, mobility, and

immobility, including causes and effects, personal or group experiences, or artistic expression.

GOAL 4: Successful students will explain a variety of scholarly or artistic approaches to understanding

mobility and immobility, and analyze how texts, perceptions, representations, discourses, or artifacts

represent these concerns.

Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOs

ELO 3.1 Explain environmental, political,
economic, social, or cultural causes of
migration, mobility, and/or immobility.

Lecture and readings address how environmental, political economic and socio-cultural factors
drive migration, refugee movement and mobility. Assignments 1-4 explore the impact of these
factors on policy making. Quizzes include questions that connect the factors driving mobility with
real world examples. In assignment 3 you will evaluate how MPI (Migration Policy International)
develops programming and policies to address mobility, its causes and how it effects social life.

ELO 3.2 Describe and analyze diverse
experiences or portrayals of migration,
mobility, or immobility (e.g. migration,
incarceration, disability, or flight) and the
complex effects of these phenomena on
individuals, societies, institutions, and/or
places.

Readings include different voices and approaches to the
study of migration. In addition to anthropological,
demographic and policy work on migration, we read
Imbue’s Behold the Dreamers, a novel following a West
African immigrant family settled in New York City during
the global economic crisis. Sharing diverse voices,
students are exposed to different responses to mobility,
immobility, and movers.

ELO 4.1 Discuss how migration, mobility, or
immobility have shaped attitudes, beliefs,
behaviors, and values of individuals and/or

institutions.

Each week of class lectures, readings and assignments, reflections and in-class
discussions capture how migration, mobility and immobility shape attitudes, beliefs,
behaviors, and values as well as policies. Through quizzes, assignments, and
in-class reflections we critique the conventions, theories and identities that influence
how we think, talk about and make policy around migration. Assignment 4) is an
opportunity to evaluate policy efforts as students select a group to review.

ELO 4.2 Describe how people (e.g. scholars,
artists, scientists, etc.) perceive or represent

migration, mobility, or immobility and
critique conventions, theories, and/or

ideologies that influence such perceptions

or representations

Each week highlights a specific issue, unique voices, and
different approaches to the study of mobility and immobility.
To capture the dynamics of mobility and immobility, readings
come from anthropology, sociology, policy, and literature. Our
focus on policy in assignments allows students to critique the
conventions, theories and identities that influence how we
think, talk about, and make policy around migration.
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